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Designed with busy professionals in mind, the
ruggedly constructed DS-4000 boasts a high-
precision slide switch and a large LCD panel with
oversize text display. Custom configurable to suit
your working style, it's a high productivity dictation
solution that includes a USB cradle, dictation
software, and accessories. With innovation like
this, no wonder Olympus is a recognized leader

in digital voice recording.
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business

"I'd pretty much decided to give away the
competitive side of skiing by then and there
was always the belief that | would be able to
replace them once I'd mastered the sandwich
construction. It wasn't rocket science and |
already had two ski-grinding machines for the
repair business."

With a small loan from his father and a
makeshift press made out of two pieces
of metal squeezed together with a series
of car jacks and an I-beam, he had made
his first pair of skis by the end of 2001, He

that first e

pair as "ugly, bumpy and
up to the test of six weeks

remembers
wobbly", but they held

of tough, sustained skiing. Back
in the workshop, it was just a matter of
"overcoming the ugly" through a process of
trial and error.

By the end of their second year, the couple
had figured out a formula for simple, strong
skis that wouldn't fall apart and since then
they have developed three different models in
two lengths (170em and 185cm). The range
includes the Skinny (86mm underfoot), the
Fat (116mm underfoot) and the MegaFat
(148mm underfoot). The Mid-Fat (110mm
underfoot) is available only in the 18bcm
length. All are twin-tips made with the
traditional sidewall construction using a tough
bamboo core, strengthened with tri-axial
fibreglass and carbon fibre.

Its been an expensive, frustrating yet
rewarding progression for the young company
and despite doubts that it would ever be a
feasible business — given that each pair of
skis took three days to make — they produced

Top: Alex Herbert makes each pair of his
bamboo-core skis by hand. The narrowest
of his range, the Skinny (above) is still
86mm underfoot. Below: Another day,
another road test, this time at Rainbow
Ski Field near Nelson.

50 pairs last year and are looking at 150 pairs
this year. “It was a real mission getting the
right materials in the beginning. The suppliers
in Europe and the United States are used to
dealing with huge orders and they didn't want
1o know about our minuscule requirements.
"Then in 2004 we went to Munich to the
ski and snow sport industry trade show to
show the suppliers that we were a serious





